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Efficiency of water use on some key tree crops 
Crop Water use per hectare 

(ML / Ha) 
Gross margin per ML of 

water used (AU$) 

High Density Low 
Vigour Olives 

4 - 6 $2916 - $4375 

Traditional Olives 6 - 8 $1875 - $2500 

Almonds 13 - 17 $861 - $1126 

Pistachios 6 - 9 $1800 - $2200 

Citrus 12 - 14 < $100 

 
Table is extracted from discussion paper titled 'The case for High Density Olive Technology using low 
vigour olive varieties' June 2007 


